Efficacy of fenbendazole granules and pyrantel pamoate suspension against Toxocara canis in greyhounds housed in contaminated runs.
The efficacy of fenbendazole granules against Toxocara canis in naturally infected greyhounds housed in contaminated environments was evaluated. Eight pens, each containing three to seven greyhounds, 3-12 months of age, were randomly allotted into two treatment groups. Greyhounds in Group 1 were treated with fenbendazole granules mixed in their feed at 50 mg/kg/day for 3 consecutive days once a month for 4 months. Greyhounds in Group 2 were treated with pyrantel pamoate suspension at 5.0 mg/kg per os once a month for 4 months. Quantitative fecal examinations were performed on days 0, 10 and then on the first day of each monthly treatment. Greyhounds administered fenbendazole had fecal egg count reductions (FECRs) of 95.8 and 99.8% at 10 and 31 days following initial treatment, respectively. Greyhounds administered pyrantel pamoate had FECRs of 85.8 and 88.3% at 10 and 31 days after the first treatment, respectively. T. canis fecal egg counts conducted from Day 31 through Day 128 were significant lower in those greyhounds administered fenbendazole as compared to greyhounds administered pyrantel pamoate. Fenbendazole produced FECRs in greyhounds from Day 31 through Day 128 by 96.8-99.8%. Pyrantel pamoate reduced fecal egg counts during the same time period 71.4-98.3%.